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This is, m
ore or less, your only really useful etiquette guide to the 134th Kentucky D

erby. H
ow

ever you experience
the race, som

e m
ingling/behavior/getting along tips are in order for all. A

pply at w
ill, sort of like sunscreen.

■
Rem

em
ber that you are a Kentuckian. Try to w

ork on the lyrics to M
y O

ld Kentucky H
om

e
before you get there.

N
B

C
 loves this stuff. H

eck, Kentuckians love this stuff. D
o your part. 

■
Stum

ped for conversation starters, you can alw
ays com

plim
ent a w

om
an on her hat. If she is not w

earing a
hat, she is at the w

rong horse race. 

■
Sim

ilarly stum
ped w

ith m
en, ask if he needs another drink. M

en at the D
erby alw

ays need another drink. 

■
D

o not speak ill of any horse w
hile at the D

ow
ns. Even the notoriously slow

 ones
com

m
and m

ore respect here than a lot of people and all politicians. 

■
Rem

em
ber to dress for the D

erby party you w
ish to be invited to

next year. Even if you have no expectation of ever rising above
the $40 infield general adm

ission party, dress as if you do. 

■
N

o one cares if you have to pee. N
o need to announce it

loudly, not even if you’re in the infield. Just go. 

■
D

o not try to touch a horse. D
o not try to pick a rose from

the landm
ark rosebushes. D

o not insult the jockey in any lan-
guage. (H

orses have bodyguards; C
hurchill has bouncers; jock-

eys have w
hips.) 

■
Take heart that it’s a day w

hen all of A
m

erica envies you. A
nd

take aspirin.  
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For the record, Stephen Foster’s M
y O

ld 
Kentucky H

om
e

does not go like this: 
M

m
m

m
, m

m
m

, m
m

m
m

, M
y O

ld Kentucky
H

om
e, la da, la da de, la day ... m

m
m

m
. 

H
ere are the w

ords:

The sun shines bright in m
y old 

Kentucky hom
e,

'Tis sum
m

er, the people are gay;
The corn-top's ripe and the m

eadow
's 

in the bloom
W

hile the birds m
ake m

usic all the day.
The young folks roll on the little cabin floor

A
ll m

erry, all happy and bright;
B

y 'n' by hard tim
es com

es a-knocking 
at the door

Then m
y old Kentucky hom

e, good-night!
W

eep no m
ore m

y lady. O
h! 

W
eep no m

ore today!
W

e w
ill sing one song for m

y old 
Kentucky hom

e
For m

y old Kentucky hom
e, far aw

ay.
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.
Be
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 b
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se

 h
as

 w
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 4
8

tim
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m
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e 

th
an
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er
 c
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or

. 
Ro
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N
U

M
BERS TO

 KN
OW

G
eneral adm

ission:$40.
G

ates open:8 a.m
. First post tim

e:11 a.m
. 

Derby post tim
e:6:04 p.m

.
G

ETTIN
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 THE DOW

N
S

From
 Lexington: Take Interstate 64 w

est to the
W

atterson Expressw
ay (I-264, Exit 12A). G

o
w

est on the W
atterson, then exit at Southern

Parkw
ay or Taylor B

oulevard (Exits 10 or 9). 
■

 The drive takes 75 m
inutes in m

oderate
traffic. Expect delays after noon on D

erby D
ay

Shuttle info: w
w

w. ridetarc.org (502)
585-1234

W
EATHER REPO

RT
■

Scattered thunderstorm
s are predicted 

Saturday in Louisville. A
 high of 7

4
 degrees 

is expected. 
■

 Rem
em

ber that um
brellas are not allow

ed
in C

hurchill D
ow

ns. Take a poncho
instead.

■
 Just because it’s cloudy doesn’t m

ean you
can’t get sunburned. You are allow

ed to bring
sunscreen into the D

ow
ns as long as it is

stored in a non-glass container.
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