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EARLY VOTING 
Will you advocate for or against allowing early voting or voting over 

several days or weeks?

WORK HOURS 
Elected constitutional officers don’t record when and how long they 
work. If elected, will you keep accurate records of your work time 

and make those records available to the public?

VOTER IDENTIFICATION 
Should Kentuckians have to show photo identification at polling 

places to vote?

TOP PRIORITY 
What would be your top priority as secretary of state?

secretary of state
Grimes issues johnson

As Kentucky’s next secretary of state and chief elections officer, a prior-
ity for me is working to increase voter participation. After speaking with 
county clerks across the state, I believe we should explore all opportu-
nities, including early voting, that can increase voter participation. 

Anytime we can open up and restore confidence in our government 
it is a good thing. The secretary of state’s office is the people’s office 
and should be held accountable as such. I view the job as a full-time 
commitment to public service. 

KRS 117 requires an identification be shown at the polls or the voter 
be known by the precinct worker. I believe these laws are sufficient 
and should be enforced. I don’t believe we should build barriers to 
voting or place additional tax burdens on Kentuckians.

Our plan, Grimes’ Goals, will ensure our elections remain free and 
fair, engage people in the process and let everyone know Kentucky’s 
open for business. As the first office that all businesses operating in 
Kentucky interact with, I’ll help put our citizens back to work. 

I support the current absentee ballot process. However, I am opposed 
to early voting due to increased cost, complexity and opportunity for 
fraud.

Yes, I will keep accurate and transparent records of work time.

Yes. A picture identification is a low-cost and efficient way to maintain 
the integrity of Kentucky elections. Additionally, I will ensure that vot-
ers needing a picture identification will be able to get one at no cost.

Honest and fair elections by passing picture identification at the polls 
legislation. In addition, I will ensure that every person registering to 
vote provides an appropriate Kentucky address. Finally, I will review 
the voter registration file to ensure only eligible residents are listed.

voters’ guide 2011

state treasurer
the Issues

Candidates were asked to answer 
eaCh question in 45 words or fewer

ABOLISH 
should the office of state treasurer be abol-
ished?

UNCLAIMED PROPERTY  
the treasurer is in charge of unclaimed prop-
erty, such as checks and bank notes. what, if 
any, change would you make in this program?

DUTIES 
why are you seeking this office, which has few 
meaningful duties?

AUTHORITY 
do you believe the treasurer has the legal 
authority to stop payment on any bill he or she 
deems inappropriate, for whatever reason?

WORK HOURS 
elected constitutional officers don’t record when 
and how long they work. if elected, will you keep 
accurate records of your work time and make 
those records available to the public?

TOP PRIORITY 
what would be your top priority as state 
treasurer? 

L.J. ‘todd’ 
hoLLenbach IV

Party: democrat
Born: July 21, 1960
Residence: Louisville
Occupation: state treasurer
Web site: hollenbach-treasurer.
com

no. an independently-elected treasurer ensures an 
executive branch segregation of duties critical to our 
constitutional system of checks and balances. the 
treasurer must be elected by and accountable to 
the people in order to fulfill this constitutional role 
as a check on unauthorized government spending.  

we are currently amending regulations to make 
the process easier for claimants and more efficient 
for staff to handle the increased number of claims 
that are the result of our proactive volunteer-based 
treasure finder’s program, which has returned a 
record $50 million to claimants.  

it’s a mistake to confuse “meaningful” with “glam-
orous,” and i submit that treasuries’ duties are as 
meaningful as any constitutional office. i’ve devel-
oped programs addressing the need for money, 
education and jobs, which i hope to continue for 
the benefit of all kentuckians.

under the constitution, the treasurer is obligated 
to decline any payment that is not legislatively or 
constitutionally authorized. anyone who believes 
the treasurer should have such a personal and 
arbitrary power is woefully misinformed of the con-
stitutional duties and responsibilities of the office.

 
if it leads to a results-oriented focus and applies to 
all constitutional officers, i’m supportive. elected 
officials should be judged by measurable results, 
which is why i’m proud to run on my record. trea-
sury is the most efficient, productive, cost-effective 
agency in frankfort.

the single biggest issue facing state government 
is budget reform. on this issue i have tried to lead 
by example by doing more with less. in the future, 
i will continue to address all issues faced by my 
office in a similar manner.

Kc crosbIe
Party: republican
Born: nov. 26, 1969
Residence: Lexington
Occupation: former pharmaceu-
tical sales representative
Web site: kc4treasurer.com

Many functions of this office should be merged 
with the finance cabinet, which will save taxpayer 
dollars. Beyond that, we need to consider the 
treasurer’s statutory roles in providing checks and 
balances to the executive branch along with the 
need for management of state investments.

it presently takes 6 to 8 months to process claims 
regardless of the amount. Claimants often spend 
hours trying to compile documents for claims less 
than $100. we should fast-track payments for small 
claims. 

the treasurer is directly involved in state invest-
ment decisions, including bonding and teacher 
retirements, and is responsible for balancing the 
state checkbook. this year, the state auditor found 
more problems with treasury than all of state 
government combined. i will demand accountability 
and fiscal responsibility. 

Yes. if the treasurer learns of fraud or insufficient 
funds in the state accounts to cover a check, i 
believe that the treasurer possesses the legal au-
thority to stop payment or refuse to issue payment. 
this is a fundamental duty of the office.

there are records and those records show that the 
current treasurer has been absent from 93 percent 
of higher education meetings dealing with student 
scholarship money and job training. in contrast, my 
schedule will be public record and available online. 
transparency and accountability are important.

Balancing the state checkbook and accurately ac-
counting for taxpayer money are treasury’s most im-
portant functions and will be my priority. we will not 
condone the pattern of wasteful spending and poor 
audits that have plagued the current administration.

Ken MoeLLMan
Party: Libertarian
Born: March 27, 1977
Residence: Caddo, Pendleton 
County
Occupation: information technol-
ogy professional
Web site: ken4ky.com

Yes. the question proves the point. no one asks 
this question about the governor, attorney general, 
auditor, etc. the traditional check-and-balance has 
been superseded by computers. the remaining 
duties are purely administrative.

the program should streamline the process of 
claiming property under $50. this will help clear 
the books. i personally know several people who 
are owed less than $50, and the current process 
isn’t worth their time to claim the property.

to eliminate it. we’ve done the research. it was 
done in texas in 1995. i have a workable, legal plan 
to phase-out the office. the plan is posted on my 
campaign web site, http://www.ken4ky.com/

no. kentucky law dictates what can and can’t be 
done by the treasurer. it’s the auditor’s job to audit 
spending and raise the red flag on inappropriate 
expenditures.

i have pledged to accept pay only for time worked, 
and that i will not accept the state pension. i don’t 
believe that elected officials should receive a pen-
sion. they’re elected to serve the public, not to get 
a cushy retirement.

My top priority is transitioning the office while 
maintaining proper checks and balances. i will also 
work to streamline current processes that will be 
transitioned to other areas, resulting in additional 
long-term savings.

Commissioner of AgriCulture
robert ‘bob’ fArmer

Party: Democrat
Born: June 28, 1950
Residence: Louisville
Occupation: Marketing executive; spokesman for 
The Farmers’ Almanac
Web site: Farmerforkentucky.com

Rural economic development. I’ll decentralize Frankfort and provide a 
regional office presence in Kentucky’s four regions. As an example, in 
Eastern Kentucky I’ll introduce my Coal to Crops program by promot-
ing the growth of region-specific commodities on reclaimed coal land.

 
He doesn’t have a plan for Eastern Kentucky and he was unaware of 
current urban agriculture programs in Lexington and Louisville. My Ag 
to Urban program will introduce mentoring availabilities to community 
leaders in other urban areas across Kentucky to promote urban and 
community gardens.

I’ll perform an independent audit of the Agriculture Department to un-
cover duplication or abuse. I’ll sell the current commissioner’s luxury 
SUV. Following recent accidents, I’ll look at amusement ride inspection 
practices to determine if we can make rides safer for all Kentuckians 
and out-of-state visitors.

I’ll use my successful national marketing experience to burst our state 
boundaries and introduce Kentucky Proud to the rest of the country 
and the world. There are many non-perishable Kentucky Proud prod-
ucts that can be sold year-round to consumers outside Kentucky.

My transparency plan will provide easy online access to all depart-
ment expenditures, staff activities and commissioner of agriculture 
work hours and weekly schedules. 

I’ll work with legislators to eliminate the sales tax that is unfairly levied 
only on horse farm owners. I’ll also expand Kentucky Proud to all 
breeds of horses and promote their inclusion in other states that share 
a strong involvement in the equine industry.

JAmes Comer
Party: Republican
Born: Aug. 19, 1972
Residence: Tompkinsville
Occupation: Beef cattle farmer
Web site: Jamescomer.com

I will expand markets for Kentucky’s farmers by opening up new export 
markets internationally, attracting new food processors, supporting our 
local farmers markets, and expanding the organic farming industry. I 
am a lifelong farmer who has the credibility and vision to implement 
these bold changes.

My opponent plagiarized my urban agriculture initiative. When we 
interviewed with The Courier-Journal (which endorsed me) he said my 
plan was “silly.” He then came up with an identical one the next week. 
I’ll successfully introduce community gardens all across Lexington and 
increase agriculture literacy.

I will make the Department of Agriculture’s budget 100 percent trans-
parent. Every expense and every source of income will be listed online. 
I’ll cut down on vehicle purchases and travel. I will reorganize the entire 
department with the help of former Commissioner Billy Ray Smith.

I will recertify every producer who’s a member of the Kentucky Proud 
program and make sure that every product being marketed under the 
Kentucky Proud logo is being produced in Kentucky. I’ll also create a 
branch of the Kentucky Proud program to certify organic producers.

Yes! Everyone who knows James Comer knows that I’m a hard worker. 
In fact, every real farmer I know has a good work ethic. I’ll keep an 
accurate record of my work hours so the taxpayers and the General 
Assembly will have confidence in me.

I have the full support of the entire horse industry because they know 
I will help lead our signature industry back to its glory days. The CEOs 
of Churchill Downs, Keeneland and Turfway, as well as Brereton Jones, 
are all supporting my campaign.

the issues
CAnDIDATES WERE ASKED TO AnSWER 

EACH qUESTIOn In 45 WORDS OR FEWER

TOP PRIORITY 
What would be your top priority as commissioner of agriculture?  

URBAN AGRICULTURE 
How do your plans for urban agriculture differ from your opponent’s? 

SPENDING 
What spending reforms are needed at the Agriculture Department?

 
MARKETING 

What is one specific change you would make to the Kentucky Proud 
program, which promotes the use of Kentucky-grown products? 

WORK HOURS 
Elected constitutional officers don’t record when and how long they 
work. If elected, will you keep accurate records of your work time 

and make those records available to the public? 

EQUINE 
 What is one specific action you would take to improve  

Kentucky’s equine industry?

voting  
tuesday

GO TO THE POLLS
■ Polls are open 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. local 
time. Anyone in line by 6 p.m. may vote.

abOuT yOur rEGiSTraTiOn
■ To find out whether you are registered 
to vote and where you vote, visit the Voter 
Information Center at the State Board of 
Elections’ Web site, Elect.ky.gov.

rEPOrT fraud
■ If you see election fraud, contact At-
torney General Jack Conway’s office at 
1-800-328-8683.

aLcOHOL SaLES
■ It is illegal for retailers to sell malt bev-
erages, distilled spirits and wine during 
polling hours.


