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The Issues
Candidates were asked to answer 

eaCh question in 45 words or fewer

TOP PRIORITY  
what would be your top priority as attorney general?

ETHICS 
is it appropriate for the attorney general to accept campaign 

contributions from employees of industries that his office oversees 
or investigates, such as employees of utility companies?

WORK HOURS  
elected constitutional officers don’t record when and how long they 
work. if elected, will you keep accurate records of your work time 

and make those records available to the public?

METH 
to fight meth, some have proposed requiring a prescription  
to purchase cold medicine that contains pseudoephedrine.  

do you support or oppose this proposal?

BUDGET 
the office of attorney General is charged with protecting 

 consumers from all manner of fraud and investigating  
a wide array of crimes. is the office’s annual budget  

of about $25 million adequate to perform these tasks?

PUBLIC CORRUPTION  
the attorney general is charged with investigating public  

corruption. what is one example from your career  
where you confronted members of your own political party  

in order to root out fraud or abuse?

ELDER ABUSE 
Most instances of elder abuse in nursing homes  

are never prosecuted as crimes. what is one action  
you would take to increase the prosecution of elder abuse?

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS 
what is one action you would take to reduce  

prescription drug abuse in kentucky?

aTTorney general
jack conway

Party: democrat
Born: July 5, 1969
Residence: Louisville
Occupation: kentucky attorney general, attorney
Web site: Jackconway.org

i will continue fighting prescription drug abuse and trafficking, 
 cracking down on cyber crimes and standing up for those who need 
an advocate. i want to ensure that all 50 states track prescriptions, 
and i will continue to try to reform abuses by for-profit colleges. 

the attorney general does not regulate utilities; the PsC does. that 
said, it is never appropriate to take contributions from entities under 
investigation by the office of the attorney General.

i assure taxpayers that they will always get my full attention and effort. 
however, there is no “typical” work week for the attorney general. it is 
a 24/7 job where you are always on call. 

i supported this proposal because children are often harmed in meth 
labs, and current law cannot deal with the issue of “smurfing” (skirting 
quantity laws by paying others to purchase the pseudoephedrine). i 
am open to other solutions if “smurfing” is adequately addressed.

as attorney general, i have done more with less, trimming spending 
in the office by 35 percent during my tenure. it has been difficult, but 
we’ve made it work. any additional funding would be put to good use.

i instituted regular meetings with the auditor and u.s. attorney to 
better track what each of us was doing. our office has participated in 
some of the most high-profile public corruption investigations in the 
commonwealth. we have indicted and/or prosecuted members of both 
political parties.

we have investigated and/or prosecuted more elder abuse and neglect 
cases than any previous attorney general. we are working to improve 
accountability for referrals of these cases from cabinet investigators to 
ensure all cases are thoroughly reviewed for potential prosecution, if it 
is warranted.

i will work with the governor and the legislature to: 1) strengthen 
kasPer by giving law enforcement access to data; 2) get opportunists 
out of the pill mill business; and 3) require er doctors and mail-order 
pharmacies to put fewer pills on the street. 

Todd P’Pool
Party: republican
Born: June 22, 1973
Residence: Madisonville
Occupation: hopkins County attorney, attorney
Web site: toddppool.com

i believe the first responsibility of government is to protect its citizens. 
as a prosecutor, i’ve stood shoulder-to-shoulder with law enforcement 
to keep our communities safer. But i will also push back against an 
overreaching federal government and join the fight against obamacare. 

the most important thing is to remove oneself from any conflict of 
interest. Jack Conway has failed to do that at every turn. for example, 
he has a $9 million judgment against u of L hospital still pending, yet 
freely weighs in on the merger. 

i promise the voters of kentucky to be a full-time attorney general. if 
voters looked at Jack Conway’s time at work, they would find he spent 
nearly two years running for u.s. senate trying to abandon the office 
of attorney general. 

i oppose requiring a prescription to purchase pseudoephedrine 
 because it places too high a burden on the vast majority of people 
who are law-abiding citizens. i’ll fight meth, but requiring long waits, 
doctor visits and co-pays to obtain a prescription is not the answer.

i firmly believe government needs to tighten its belt and spend less. 
i also believe that public protection should be the first priority of 
government, and we have to adequately fund law enforcement. i would 
lobby the state legislature to increase that amount.

i come from a county that’s 70 percent democrat where democrats 
have traditionally held all the power. i have prosecuted and convicted 
two elected officials. as attorney general, i’ll create a public corruption 
unit that will no longer turn a blind eye to this problem. 

i have a proven record of prosecuting elder abuse and neglect cases. 
Protecting our vulnerable citizens must be a priority, and that is why i 
have the endorsement of the fraternal order of Police.

i believe we need to update and improve kasPer. we have to move 
toward e-tracking and identifying bad actors at the point of sale. Part 
of the current problem is that too few doctors participate in kasPer, 
so its utility is somewhat limited. 

voters’ guide 2011

The Issues
Candidates were asked to answer 

eaCh question in 45 words or fewer

STATE GOVERNMENT 
name an area of Gov. steve Beshear’s administration that you 

believe merits deeper investigation by auditors and explain why.

EFFECTIVENESS 
Crit Luallen, the current auditor, has said it’s frustrating  

when her reports uncover serious problems but essentially  
are ignored by elected leaders. how will you make sure  

problems you uncover are addressed?

CORRUPTION 
what is one example from your career where you  
confronted members of your own political party  

in order to root out waste, fraud or abuse?

AUDITS 
would you expand the use of performance audits, which examine 

the impact and efficiency of state programs and agencies, or focus 
more on traditional audits of agencies’ finances?

AUTHORITY 
do you believe the state auditor has the authority to audit any 

 organization that receives the majority of its money from taxpayers?

WORK HOURS 
elected constitutional officers don’t record when and how long they 
work. if elected, will you keep accurate records of your work time 

and make those records available to the public?

ETHICS 
is it appropriate for the state auditor to accept campaign 
 contributions from state employees or employees of other 

 taxpayer-funded agencies that might be the subject of a state audit?

TOP PRIORITY 
what would be your top priority as state auditor? 

AudITor of PublIc AccounTs
AdAm edelen

Party: democrat
Born: nov. 26, 1974
Residence: Lexington
Occupation: Business management consultant
Web site: adamedelen.com

Medicaid. as the Beshear administration adopts a broader role 
for managed-care providers, i’ll work to make sure these  private 
 contractors doing billions of dollars in public work are held 
 accountable to the taxpayers.

Policy makers often need to feel the heat to see the light. i’ll make 
effective use of the office as a bully pulpit and engage the public as 
citizen auditors to insure accountability.

i have several. i played an important role in reforming the 
 transportation Cabinet and cutting the budget by a billion dollars. as 
the driving force behind new Century Lexington’s acclaimed reports on 
community livability, i designed hundreds of accountability metrics.

i will do both. as an executive with high-level experience in both 
business and government, i have a demonstrated record of leading 
organizations to high levels of performance with scarce resources.

absolutely. i will push for legislation to make sure that this is the law 
of the land.

Yes.

Current law outlines that the auditor may accept such contributions as 
long as they are properly reported in a transparent fashion. Like Crit 
Luallen, i will show neither fear nor favor in administering my duties.

My top priority is to fight head-on the traditional barriers to progress 
in kentucky: corruption and scarcity of resources. i’ll take on any 
corrupt politician or government contractor that steals or wastes our 
tax dollars.

John T. KemPer III
Party: republican
Born: oct. 31, 1963
Residence: Lexington
Occupation: home builder and developer
Web site: Johntkemper.com

Personal service contracts under the current administration have grown 
from $1 billion during fY 2010 to $1.7 billion in fY 2011, an increase 
of $700 million in 12 months. i will focus attention on these special 
contracts between executive branch agencies and private firms.

democrats overseeing democrats in frankfort will never work. Period. 
an independent, impartial, non-partisan watchdog of taxpayer 
 resources is needed to ensure that unbiased audits of executive 
branch agencies run by democratic appointees actually take place. i 
will be just that advocate for taxpayers.

i’m not a politician and don’t owe anything to anyone. i believe in 
limited, fiscally sound government that’s responsive to taxpayers. 
My opponent, adam edelen, has spent most of his life at the knee of 
democratic politicians in frankfort. he cannot be independent.

simply put, i will use every tool available to the auditor’s office to 
identify abuse and misuse of taxpayer funds. of particular interest to 
me will be the increasing number of special taxing districts, which to 
date have been subject to little or no oversight.

Yes. the kentucky League of Cities and kaCo are examples of such 
organizations caught wasting hundreds of thousands of taxpayer 
dollars. My opponent, adam edelen, shamefully has taken campaign 
contributions from employees of both organizations. such abuses by 
these groups won’t happen on my watch.

in addition to details of my own time and compensation, i’ll put state 
government’s entire checkbook online. for too long frankfort insiders 
have spent taxpayer funds with little or no accountability. that will 
change on my watch, and transparency is the key.

i’ve not accepted a single dollar from any lobbyist, state official or 
employee of an agency i might be called upon to audit. My opponent, 
adam edelen, has taken more than $100,000 from frankfort lobbyists 
and state officials subject to direct oversight by the auditor.

it’s time for the frankfort political class to address the burgeoning 
debt state government is building through off-the-books bond issues 
and oversize obligations to pensioners. as the taxpayers’ watchdog, i 
will shine the light on these problems once and for all.

The Issues
Candidates were asked to answer 

eaCh question in 45 words or fewer

VOTER TURNOUT 
what is one action you would take to increase voter turnout?

PRIMARY ELECTIONS 
will you advocate for or against allowing independent voters to 

participate in the primary elections of political parties?

secreTary of sTaTe
alIson lundergan 

grImes
Party: democrat
Born: nov. 23, 1978
Residence: Lexington
Occupation: Lawyer
Web site: alison2011.com

as kentucky’s secretary of state and chief elections officer, generating 
excitement and interest in voting is a priority for me. to increase voter 
turnout, i’ll work with county clerks, media, community organizations 
and schools, using creative methods to engage voters, ensuring all 
voices are heard.

Currently, independents can vote in primaries on non-partisan races. i 
believe this is fair, yet this issue remains up to the General assembly’s 
discretion. as secretary of state, i’ll make every effort to educate all 
kentuckians regarding the effect of their voter registration.

BIll Johnson
Party: republican
Born: dec. 13, 1965
Residence: elkton
Occupation: small-business owner
Web site: kentuckybill.com

Civics is the study of the rights and duties of citizens. i’ll visit schools 
and attend events across the state to educate on being an involved 
citizen and our duty to vote. second, i will ensure the office is active 
with awareness and registration campaigns.

i support the kentucky senate republicans’ efforts to allow registered 
independents to vote in the primary.
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