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governor
The Issues

Candidates were asked to answer 
eaCh question in 45 words or fewer

NEW DIRECTION 
You’ve held or campaigned for elected office for 
many years. why should voters consider you a 
new direction for kentucky?

ABORTION  
should doctors be required to show a pregnant 
woman her ultrasound before performing an 
abortion?

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
what chief responsibility would you give to your 
lieutenant governor?

GAMBLING  
should kentuckians be given the opportunity  
to vote for or against expanded gambling?

DRUGS  
to fight meth, some have proposed requiring 
a prescription to purchase cold medicine that 
contains pseudoephedrine. do you support or 
oppose this proposal?

TEACHERS 
should individual teachers be rewarded or 
penalized if their students consistently perform 
better or worse than average on standardized 
tests?

COAL 
do you support or oppose the  federal 
 government’s recent, more aggressive 
 restrictions on mountaintop-removal coal 
 mining?

CHARTER SCHOOLS  
do you support or oppose allowing charter 
schools in kentucky?

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE  
do you support or oppose requiring face-to-face 
interviews for all people applying for public 
 assistance, including the Medicaid program?

DROPOUT AGE 
do you support or oppose increasing the school 
dropout age from 16 to 18?

PAYDAY LOANS 
seventeen states have capped payday loan 
interest rates at a 36 percent annualized rate. 
will you advocate for or against this proposal in 
kentucky?

TAXES  
will overhauling kentucky’s system of taxing 
individuals and businesses be a top priority for 
you as governor?

ETHICS 
state law prevents lobbyists from donating 
to legislative candidates but not candidates 
for other state offices. is it appropriate for 
candidates for governor to accept campaign 
contributions from lobbyists?

PENSIONS 
national banks and credit agencies say 
 kentucky’s state pension system is one of the 
worst funded, with many billions of dollars in 
liabilities despite some past reform attempts. 
what specific actions will you take to fix this?

CREDENTIALS  
why are you the best candidate to be governor 
of kentucky?

sTeve 
Beshear

Party: democrat
Born: sept. 21, 1944
Residence: Clark County
Occupation: Governor, attorney
Web site: stevebeshear.com

Voters are tired of the obstructionist, divisive 
 politics of washington, d.C. in kentucky, i’ve 
brought both sides together to balance our budget 
nine times, reform our pension system and 
 overhaul our economic incentives to attract and 
retain jobs for kentucky.

since this bill is different every year, i would need 
to see the bill before making a decision. however, 
when a woman considers the difficult decision of 
whether or not to have an abortion, this decision 
should be between her, her physician and her God.

as a former mayor of kentucky’s largest city, Jerry 
abramson has a proven record of success in 
economic development, job creation,  infrastructure 
investment and working with local officials. i want 
him to use those skills to translate that same 
 success statewide.

i remain committed to giving our signature industry, 
which employs 100,000 kentuckians, the resources 
it needs to compete. i am open to taking this to 
a vote of the people or passing legislation in the 
General assembly to bring expanded gaming to our 
racetracks.

stopping methamphetamine production is a critical 
goal; however, i am concerned about requiring 
a doctor’s visit and a prescription just to get a 
common cold remedy. whatever measures we 
take must be fair to the majority of law-abiding 
 kentuckians who use this medication.

Grading teachers simply based on student testing 
isn’t fair. however, teachers should receive extra 
pay for extra work — taking on leadership  positions 
in their school or helping other teachers. in 
 addition, if a teacher is ineffective they should be 
removed from the classroom.

Mountaintop removal is an exception to the rule 
that land must be returned to its approximate 
 original contour. if we faithfully enforce those 
laws we will be able to protect our environment, 
including our water resources, while still making 
economic progress.

i am in favor of some type of legislation that will 
make charter schools a tool for our school districts 
to use if they think it will help.

My administration has numerous tools to fight 
fraud in the Medicaid program. however, i believe 
face-to-face interviews can serve as a barrier to 
kentuckians getting needed assistance,  especially 
in the kentucky Children’s health insurance 
Program.

support. Led by first lady Jane Beshear, my 
administration has proposed legislation to raise the 
dropout age, but it has been repeatedly opposed 
by my opponent. we will continue to fight for this 
important measure.

My administration implemented a database to help 
limit the use of payday loans. i also support a 36 
percent cap.

i do not favor any broad-base tax increases on 
families or businesses at this time. our economy is 
fragile as we begin to emerge from the recession. 
i will not threaten the survival and recovery of our 
businesses or burden our struggling families.

i pledged to restore honesty and integrity to 
the governor’s office, and have done just that, 
 implementing the toughest ethics code in the 
 nation. i am open to ideas to make our system 
more open, ethical and transparent.

a 2008 special session addressed these critical 
issues, reforming employee benefits,  improving 
 system governance and creating a payment 
 schedule for getting our systems’ funding back on 
track. if we stick to that schedule, our system will 
be on solid footing once again.

i have balanced the budget without broad-based 
tax increases and protected education, health 
care and public safety. i have addressed long-term 
challenges — reforming the pension system and 
modernizing incentives to create and save over 
27,000 jobs. i bring together both sides to make 
government work.

gaTewood 
galBraITh

Party: independent
Born: Jan. 23, 1947
Residence: Lexington
Occupation: Criminal defense 
attorney
Web site: Gatewood.com

we are non-partisan and don’t care who gets the 
credit for doing what is right for kentucky. neither 
party can produce a candidate who can disengage 
from the partisan gridlock and work with the “other 
side.” we can work with both parties.

no.

unlike past tickets, dea riley will be a  working 
 lieutenant governor whose chief project is  economic 
development, for which she is well trained and 
experienced. she understands  economics and a 
“return on investment” strategy which should pay 
dividends for kentucky.

Yes. the kentucky Constitution must be satisfied by 
a referendum on the matter. our Constitution is the 
blueprint for the operation of our government and, 
as usual, it lets the people decide.

i support this proposal. i am a criminal defense 
 attorney and have seen first-hand the dangers 
of the meth trade. with other cold medicines 
 available, i do not consider policing this substance 
as an unreasonable intrusion by the government.

we support rewards, but penalties must be viewed 
with extreme caution.

dea and i are against mountaintop removal as too 
extreme a method of coal extraction. we support 
coal but not that method of mining.

we support charter schools in kentucky. what have 
we got to lose?

we support such interviews. the era of 
 unsubstantiated entitlements is over.

we oppose such a rule. what we don’t need are 
dissatisfied 16- and 17-year-olds hanging around a 
school where they don’t want to be. Let’s interest 
them with our Commonwealth incentive, which 
should entice them to want to stay. see  
Gatewood.com.

we support such a cap of 36 percent on payday 
loans.

Yes! it must be done. the present system is 
unsustainable. a “consumption” tax on goods 
and services is called for with food and medicine 
exempted. we believe we can eliminate our state 
income tax. we should strive to keep it at 6 percent 
or below.

no! 

assemble an accurate picture of kentucky’s 
financial situation, which is in flux. Change from a 
defined-benefit to a defined-contribution package 
to help stem the bleeding. Make the legislators 
fund their own pensions. stop corruption and put 
the savings into the program.

i am not influenced by special interests or their 
monetary contributions. i am not beholden to 
any party dogma or groups who expect special 
 consideration because they gave me money. our 
policies will be based on science and truth, not 
fear, lies and partisanship. 

davId 
wIllIams

Party: republican
Born: May 28, 1953
Residence: Burkesville
Occupation: attorney
Web site: williamsfarmer.com

i actually have a plan to make kentucky the best 
state for job creation. Beshear has no plan and no 
agenda. someone has to step up and tackle the 
unemployment crisis we face. i am prepared to do 
that.

Yes, and i have fought for that legislation. i am 
100 percent pro-life and proud to be endorsed by 
 kentucky right to Life. Beshear is proudly pro-
choice. there’s a clear difference here on abortion 
issues.

richie farmer is running the most  successful 
 economic development program in state 
 government. kentucky Proud has taken a relatively 
small investment and turned it into millions in 
retail sales for farmers. richie is a great asset for 
marketing kentucky.

i do not personally support expanding gambling, 
but if it is to be expanded it should only be by a 
vote of the people. Governor Beshear demonized 
me on this issue but failed to propose anything that 
could pass his own party, let alone mine.

i voted for this in the past and would likely do so 
in the future. i do believe there are other possible 
solutions, such as a meth offender registry, that 
could be of use. we need to do something about 
this scourge on our society.

i think teachers who go above and beyond the call 
of duty to help students achieve their full potential 
should be rewarded. teachers unions hate this idea, 
and steve Beshear would never allow it to pass 
because of that.

i strongly oppose Barack obama’s war on coal. 
steve Beshear has endorsed obama for president 
— twice — and has not approved a surface mining 
permit in four years. i would be a strong pro-coal 
governor.

i support the use of voluntary charter schools to 
give local parents and teachers more tools to help 
students where the other options have failed. i am 
passionate about education, and it would be a top 
priority for me as governor.

strongly support. it would reduce fraud and save 
taxpayer dollars.

i oppose this because it does nothing to address 
the real issue — early intervention. we aren’t losing 
kids at 16; we are losing them at 6, 7 and 8 when 
they fall behind in reading and math skills.

kentucky already restricts people to two payday 
loans totaling no more than $500, and we recently 
passed a tracking system to ensure people aren’t 
getting more than the law allows. the current law 
is sufficient, and we should give the database a 
chance to work.

Yes, and my tax reform plan will make kentucky 
the best place for job creation. steve Beshear has 
no plan despite the crushing unemployment we’ve 
endured on his watch. unemployment has nearly 
doubled since he became governor. unacceptable.

i’ve proposed eliminating lobbyist contributions in 
all statewide elections. it isn’t fair that candidates 
are competing with different campaign finance 
rules, and statewide candidates can do without 
the lobbyist contributions. Gov. Beshear has taken 
lobbyist contributions, but i wouldn’t if elected 
governor.

i’ve fought to move future state workers into a 
401(k)-style system like you find in the private 
 sector. it would solve our problem in about 20 
years. Beshear has no plan for reform. doing 
nothing will lead to bankruptcy or crushing tax 
increases.

My plan will make kentucky the best place for job 
creation. i want to eliminate state income taxes, 
paid only by honest, hard-working people who don’t 
have the means to move their income out of state. 
we can do better.

voters’ guide 2011

voting  
tuesday

GO TO THE POLLS
■ Polls are open 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. local 
time. Anyone in line by 6 p.m. may 
vote.

abOuT yOur rEGiSTraTiOn
■ To find out whether you are reg-
istered to vote and where you vote, 
visit the Voter Information Center at 
the State Board of Elections’ Web site, 
Elect.ky.gov.

rEPOrT fraud
■ If you see election fraud, contact 
Attorney General Jack Conway’s office 
at 1-800-328-8683.

aLcOHOL SaLES
■ It is illegal for retailers to sell malt 
beverages, distilled spirits and wine 
during polling hours.

B R EA K I NG  N E WS  AT

O N L I N E  AT

M O B I L E  A P PS  AT 

B O O K M A R K  US  AT

J O I N  T H E  D I S C US S I O N  AT

S E E  P H OTO  GA L L E R I E S  AT

P H OTO  GA L L E R I E S  AT

P H OTO  GA L L E R I E S  AT

B R EA K I NG  N E WS  AT

■ Up-to-the-minute election results on all contested 
races starting at 6 p.m. Tuesday.

■ Get the latest political news at Bluegrasspolitics.
bloginky.com.

Attorney general, auditor, secretary of state, agriculture and treasurer races, Pages B4, B5


