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Defense
Name one specific cut  
you would make to the 
 Department of Defense 

budget.

I support Defense Secretary Robert Gates’ 
suggested cuts to reduce DOD waste. We 
should listen to the Pentagon when it says 
spending, such as for the “Business Trans-
formation Agency,” is wasted. Rand Paul’s 
budget would endanger national security, 
hacking military spending by $287 billion.

I would close unnecessary overseas bases 
and return troops stationed there to bases 
like Fort Knox and Fort Campbell in the 
United States.

For starters, I’d cut $500,000 designated 
to study brown tree snakes, $5,000,000 
designated to subsidize property in 
 downtown San Francisco, and $18,900,000 
to fund a shrine to Edward Kennedy. I’d 
also work with the DOD to stop the billions 
of funding outside of its request.

We spend one-quarter of the fed-
eral budget on defense. Current policies 
 allow large government contractors to 
 overcharge taxpayers and make huge 
profits off taxpayer money. I would support 
the elimination of these policies.

BalanceD BuDget
Would you support or oppose 
an amendment that requires 
a balanced federal budget?

Government must live within its means. 
My proposals would cut $430 billion of 
debt. Hard decisions must be made now, 
while a constitutional amendment would 
take years. My opponent would slash the 
average Social Security checks by $400 
and create a $2,000 Medicare deductible.

Yes, I will introduce a bill to add a 
balanced budget amendment to the 
 Constitution and force politicians to 
 balance the budget by law, like we have to 
do in Kentucky.

I support a balanced budget amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution. On the  Appropriations 
Committee, Ben Chandler could use his 
influence to rein in runaway spending. 
Instead, Chandler voted to raise the debt 
ceiling to $14 trillion and voted to adjourn 
Congress without passing a budget.

Support. And I have supported a balanced 
budget amendment while in Congress.

entitlement programs
To keep Social Security and 
Medicare solvent, would you 
raise payroll taxes, reduce 

benefits or increase the 
required retirement age?

No. Social Security is fully solvent through 
2037. Medicare state anti-fraud units 
could save $100 billion. I’ll work with 
both  parties on the programs’ long-term 
solvency, but not on seniors’ backs. Rand 
Paul’s $2,000 Medicare deductible isn’t an 
option for Kentucky seniors. He’s wrong.

I oppose cuts in Social Security and 
Medicare benefits for seniors and those 
nearing retirement. Changes to restore 
the solvency of these programs must only 
 apply to younger workers who have time 
to prepare. The alternative is a system 
that takes care of no one.

Entitlement reform must keep the 
 commitments the government has made to 
current retirees and ensure the long-term 
solvency of the program for future genera-
tions of Americans. I support legislation 
to end the practice of spending the Social 
Security surplus on unrelated programs.

I am absolutely committed to protecting 
 Social Security and Medicare. I look forward 
to the findings of the National  Commission 
on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform 
because Medicare and Social Security are 
too important to change without careful 
consideration and a national discussion.

economy
Was the American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act  
of 2009, commonly called 

the stimulus plan, a success 
or a failure?

One-third of the stimulus successfully 
went to middle-class tax cuts. One-third 
kept police, firefighters and teachers on 
the job. The remaining money should’ve 
been used on shovel-ready infrastructure 
projects. The administration failed to focus 
on this important job-creation tool.

The stimulus was a failure. We still have 10 
percent unemployment, record debt and 
deficits, and Washington is still  spending 
at unprecedented levels. Government 
does not create jobs, and we need to get 
government out of the way so businesses 
can create jobs.

While sympathetic economists 
 manufacture figures to justify the 
 stimulus, Kentuckians know it was an 
irresponsible failure. The facts: 12 months 
after the stimulus passed, unemployment 
still exceeds 10 percent, 17,441 fewer 
Kentuckians are working and our country 
faces an additional $1 trillion in debt.

When the private sector slowed, the 
 Recovery Act provided $300 billion in 
tax cuts and supported infrastructure 
investments, not to mention saving the 
jobs of Kentucky teachers and policemen. 
It prevented an even worse economic 
downturn, creating or preserving 17,000 
jobs in Kentucky.

HealtH care
Name one change you will 
propose to improve health 
care in the United States.

My first bill will empower Medicare to 
negotiate prescription drug prices, saving 
taxpayers $200 billion. I will promote 
 Medicare fraud units in each state to 
reduce costs while maintaining benefits. 
Rand Paul believes Kentucky seniors should 
pay a $2,000 Medicare deductible. He’s 
wrong.

Repeal Obamacare and start over with 
market-based reforms that increase 
consumer choice and competition, 
and reduce government mandates and 
 takeovers. As a doctor I have had firsthand 
experience with the vast problems facing 
health care in America and will bring that 
experience to the debate.

Sensible medical liability reform would 
lower health-care costs and save as much 
as $54 billion over the next decade, 
according to the Congressional Budget 
Office. I will support reform that relies on 
free-market solutions, not the government, 
to preserve quality and decrease cost.

There are still too many children who 
lack health insurance and, as a result, are 
unable to get routine care which will give 
them a healthy foundation. I will fight to 
make the state Children’s Health Insurance 
Program more accessible to our young 
people.

eDucation
Should the federal government 

continue funding programs 
under Title I of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act 
of 1965, which is designed to 
improve academic achieve-
ment of the disadvantaged?

Smart use of federal resources in  local 
schools builds our new scientists, 
 entrepreneurs and leaders. Title I helps 
ensure all children receive an education 
and a shot at success in life. Rand Paul 
will eliminate the Education Department, 
Pell grants and low-interest college loans.

We need more local control over 
 education, not more Washington control. 
We need to keep more money in Kentucky 
rather than sending it to Washington to 
only get some of it back. I will support 
Kentucky’s needs in the context of a 
 balanced budget.

I support Title I but oppose efforts to 
make these funds contingent on the 
adoption of national standards. I support 
greater local flexibility to use these funds 
to intercede in failing schools, and oppose 
using these funds as leverage to force 
adoption of federal mandates.

Title I is absolutely essential to making 
sure that all Kentucky kids have access to 
a high-quality education, and it ought to 
be continued and fully supported.

coal
Should the Army Corps of 

 Engineers’ Nationwide Permit 21 
rule, which allows coal mines to 
make minor impacts on streams 

and watersheds without the 
heavier scrutiny of an individual 

permit, be reinstituted?

We must mine coal responsibly but not 
let EPA or other bureaucrats create new 
laws. This is Congress’s job. Congress 
must  fulfill its duty, study the impact of 
this  action and instruct the agencies what 
steps to take on nationwide permits.

I oppose all of President Obama’s anti-
coal policies. The Obama administration’s 
change to this rule in June penalizes 
Kentucky coal and puts our mines at 
a disadvantage to western coal mines. 
This rule should be reinstated to protect 
Kentucky coal jobs.

Yes. The elimination of this rule is one part of 
this administration’s efforts to kill  Kentucky 
jobs and eliminate Kentucky  mining through 
overregulation. The Nationwide 21 permits 
do not exempt mining operations from 
maintaining water quality, but they do allow 
a more efficient permitting process.

Coal is essential to our economy and 
our energy security, but I believe it can 
be mined in a more responsible way. 
The Corps is now reviewing each permit 
individually on its merits. Mines making 
minor impacts should have no problem 
with the review.

Drug aBuse
Do you support or oppose 

spending federal funds 
to  establish a nationwide 

 system to track prescriptions 
for controlled substances, 

such as OxyContin?

Support. As attorney general during the 
largest drug bust in Kentucky history and 
a supporter of Operation UNITE, I favor 
attacking illegal drug sales. Rand Paul 
opposes federal resources for Operation 
UNITE and drug enforcement because he 
thinks drugs are not “a real pressing issue.”

As a father of three teenage boys and a 
physician, I understand and share the 
concerns about the drug problem in 
the commonwealth. I believe we need 
to  encourage more local and non-
 governmental solutions to drug abuse.

The Commonwealth of Kentucky’s KASPER 
system for tracking prescription drug abuse 
is an international model program. This 
program can expand through interstate 
compacts, but as we move to electronic 
medical records, the federal government 
should provide guidance for interoperability 
and the protection of privacy.

As attorney general, I led efforts which 
created a state prescription drug tracking 
program, which became the model for the 
nation. I believe the Kentucky program is 
a proven, successful program, and it is 
time we tackled the illegal trafficking of 
prescription drugs across the country.

agriculture
Should direct subsidy 

 payments to farmers, which 
were envisioned to be 

 temporary under the 1996 
Freedom to Farm Act, 

continue indefinitely? If not, 
when should they end?

The agriculture safety net saves farmers 
from sometimes dire conditions in weather, 
market prices and input costs. My opponent 
favors eliminating the USDA and the farm 
bill, 75 percent of which goes to nutritional 
programs for 500,000 low-income Kentucky 
children. Rand Paul’s wrong for Kentucky.

I support Kentucky’s farmers and want 
them to do what they do best — farm. 
I will evaluate each program within 
the  context of a balanced budget and 
 compliance with our trade agreements, 
while keeping the needs of Kentucky’s 
farmers in mind.

Like any other Kentucky family, Kentucky’s 
farmers want the opportunity to make a 
living by growing and selling their crop, 
not because of a government payment. 
The direct payments are one part of a 
three-part payment system to farmers that 
needs to be comprehensively evaluated.

Farm programs are important for family 
farms in Kentucky because they provide 
stability and predictability in the  market, 
encouraging continued agricultural 
 production. However, in future farm bills, 
we must ensure these programs benefit 
small Kentucky farms who need them, and 
not massive agribusinesses who don’t.

afgHanistan
Do you think the  current 
U.S. troop presence in 

 Afghanistan is justified?

I will always support our brave troops — 
regardless of the operation — and call for 
a clear mission and quick homecoming. 
Eliminating terrorists in Afghanistan will 
make the U.S. safer. But victory requires 
a strong Afghani government and regional 
cooperation.

We were justified in going into Afghanistan 
after 9/11. Now that we have been there 
for nearly a decade, Afghanis need to bear 
more of the burden and  responsibility 
for their own country. However, the exact 
timing and troop levels are up to the 
president.

I support our mission in Afghanistan, as a 
necessary front in the War on Terror. I will 
support our soldiers with the resources 
they need to come home safely, with 
honor and victory.

Yes.

earmarks
Will you place “earmarks”  

for specific projects  
in the federal budget?  

Why or why not?

Taxpayers suffer when government wastes 
money on special-interest giveaways. I 
will oppose earmarks for special interests. 
 Unlike Rand Paul, I will fight for resources 
to create jobs and protect Kentucky 
families and make sure we receive our fair 
share.

I will support Kentucky’s priorities in the 
context of a balanced budget and the 
regular committee process. I do not think 
earmarks should be slipped into bills at 
the last minute and without consideration 
of the merits of the projects.

Since my opponent joined the committee 
that writes spending bills, the publicly 
held debt has nearly doubled. In Congress 
I will support a moratorium on earmarks, 
force the government to live within its 
means and support new spending only for 
worthy programs that we can afford.

I have supported greater transparency 
and a prohibition of earmarks to for-profit 
companies. And when I can help a small 
community with their water system, 
 support the Blue Grass Army Depot 
or bring life-saving technology to rural 
 hospitals and veterans, I’ll jump on it.

civil rigHts
Should private businesses  

be allowed to refuse service 
to minorities?

No. My opponent’s ugly opposition to 
 fundamental provisions of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act — prohibiting discrimination by 
private businesses — has no place in our 
society. He thinks Social Security, Medicare, 
the Civil Rights Act, ADA and minimum 
wage are unconstitutional. He is wrong.

Discrimination is wrong, and I do not think 
private businesses, individuals or the 
government should discriminate.

 Absolutely not. I fully support the 
Civil Rights Act’s prohibition on racial 
 discrimination.

Absolutely not. The Supreme Court has 
spoken strongly on this matter, and it 
is settled. We have come so far since 
the Civil Rights Act and the Americans 
With Disabilities Act, we shouldn’t move 
backward.

immigration
Do you favor removing  
illegal immigrants from  
the United States? If so,  

how would you do it?

Immigration reform must be tough, fair 
and practical — starting with stronger 
borders. As A.G., I know the federal 
government ignored these responsibilities. 
Illegal immigrants must go to the back 
of the line and pay fines and taxes. Rand 
Paul’s answer is an underground electric 
fence.

First, our borders must be secured. An 
open border not only allows the free flow 
of illegal immigrants and drugs into the 
United States, but it also poses a national 
security threat. Illegal immigrants caught 
in the United States must be deported.

I support removing illegal immigrants 
through programs like Section 287(g) that 
allow states to remove detained inmates 
who are here illegally to federally approved 
facilities for deportation proceedings. I 
believe state governments have concurrent 
jurisdiction to regulate immigration where 
the federal government has failed to act.

I oppose amnesty, voted to build the fence 
and pushed to send additional troops to 
the border. In the past year, we deported 
a record number of illegal immigrants — 
more than 392,000 — about half of whom 
were convicted criminals. It can, and is, 
being done.

aBortion
In what instances  

do you think abortion  
should be legal?

Abortion should be as rare as possible but 
safe and legal. I support a woman’s right to 
make her own health choices in  consultation 
with her family, doctor and religious advisor. 
I oppose partial-birth abortion and support 
parental notification laws.

I am 100 percent pro-life and oppose all 
abortions.

Other than when the life of the mother 
is at stake, I believe Congress should do 
all that it can to protect the life of every 
human being, born and unborn. I will 
 support policies that encourage adoption 
as an alternative to abortion.

We must reduce the number of abortions. 
And while I oppose partial-birth abortion 
and taxpayer-funded abortion, ultimately, 
this difficult decision ought to be made by 
the woman in consultation with her family, 
her physician and her faith.

The 
issues
Candidates were 
asked to answer  
eaCh question in 45 
words or fewer

 
u.s. senaTe

u.s. house, 
sixTh disTricT

Jack conway andy Barrrand Paul Ben chandler
Party: Democrat
Born: July 5, 1969
Residence: Louisville
Occupation: Kentucky 
attorney general
Web site: Jackconway.org

Party: Republican
Born: July 24, 1973
Residence: Lexington
Occupation: Attorney
Web site: Andybarr 
forcongress.com

Party: Republican
Born: Jan. 7, 1963
Residence: Bowling Green
Occupation: Eye surgeon
Web site:  
Randpaul2010.com

Party: Democrat
Born: Sept. 12, 1959
Residence: Versailles
Occupation: Congressman
Web site: Benchandler 
forcongress.com


