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Stan  
Lee

45th diStrict
Oppose. With  expanding 
gambling comes 
increased crime and 
 skyrocketing social costs. 

Support. Eliminating  the 
state income tax would 
make Kentucky more 
competitive. 

Eliminating the prevailing 
wage laws would save 
taxpayers tens of millions 
of dollars each year.

Like Washington, D.C., we 
have a spending problem 
in state government. I 
have a proven record 
of fighting excessive 
spending, mindless 
 borrowing and needless 
tax increases.

I have opposed every 
effort to expand or 
enhance pensions for 
lawmakers. 

Unless we are willing to 
give teachers the tools to 
control discipline in the 
classroom, this change is 
premature.

Party: Republican
Born: Sept. 26, 
1961
Occupation: 
Lawyer
Elected 
 office: State 
 representative, 2001 to present

No answers provided.Matthew 
VanderpooL
Party: Democrat
Born: June 21, 
1985
Occupation: 
 College student
Elected office: 
None

Lyen  
crewS

56th diStrict
Expanded gambling in 
Kentucky is a decision to 
be made by the people 
of the commonwealth. 
I oppose any legislative 
action to the contrary.

Kentucky has one of the 
highest income tax rates 
in the nation. I support 
 replacing personal and 
corporate income taxes 
with expansion of sales 
taxes to services. States 
with no personal income 
tax experience greater 
gross-state-product 
growth than the nine 
highest income tax states.

On Aug. 10, 2010, a state 
legislative oversight com-
mittee voted to disapprove 
renewal of a $200,000 
contract with the Center 
for Climate Strategies, a 
radical D.C. environmental 
group. Gov. Beshear over-
rode the disapproval and 
funded the contract while 
furloughing state workers. 
This must be cut!

Kentucky has the highest 
debt-to-GDP ratio of any 
state in the nation at 
over 32 percent. We rank 
ninth in debt per citizen 
at $12,400. Reduction 
of Kentucky’s debt must 
be our first priority 
funded by elimination of 
 inefficient and ineffective 
state services.

I support elimination 
of pensions for state 
lawmakers. Service in the 
legislature is part-time 
and should not be long in 
duration. Thus, pensions 
for state lawmakers are 
an unnecessary expense 
to the taxpayers.

I support increasing 
the dropout age from 
16 to 18. Elevating the 
 education of Kentucky’s 
work force is vital to 
improving Kentucky’s 
economic future. A high 
school diploma is no 
longer an option.

Party: Republican
Born: Dec. 17, 1961
Occupation: 
Vice president 
for  business and 
financial affairs, 
Midway College
Elected office: None

My preference is to let 
the people of Kentucky 
vote on a constitutional 
amendment to allow 
expanded gaming at the 
racetracks. However, in 
order to help our horse 
industry, I would vote 
to allow slot machines 
at the racetracks 
without amending the 
 constitution.

I support lowering or 
eliminating taxes on 
middle- and low-income 
families, but it is not 
feasible to do either 
considering the current 
state of the economy 
and our reduced revenue 
stream.

We have cut expenditures 
for every program over 
the past four years, and I 
am not in favor of cutting 
any more of our vital 
services if possible.

We need to increase 
funding to education 
at all levels if we want 
to compete in a global 
 market. The investment 
that will produce the 
greatest return would 
be in early childhood 
education.

I do not participate in 
the legislative  retirement 
 system. I would 
prefer that legislators 
 participate in the same 
retirement system as 
all state employees 
and receive no special 
consideration.

I strongly support 
increasing the dropout 
age to 18. We need to 
send a clear message to 
our young people that we 
expect them to complete 
high school and become 
a contributing citizen of 
Kentucky.

carL 
roLLinS

Party: Democrat
Born: Aug. 4, 1947
Occupation: 
Student loan mar-
keting manager
Elected office: 
State representa-
tive, 2007 to present; mayor of 
Midway, 1990-94 and 1996-98

robert 
daMron

39th 
diStrict

I do not support the 
 expansion of  casino 
 gaming anywhere 
throughout the state. The 
social ills far outweigh 
any potential economic 
benefits. 

I believe that Kentucky’s 
tax code should be 
reviewed and possibly 
changed in a way that 
spurs job creation and 
allows working people to 
keep more of their own 
money. I do not support 
expanding the sales tax 
to services.

In the recent legislative 
session, I supported cuts 
to political appointees 
and state contracts, and 
would continue to do so 
as necessary.

All education funding 
needs to be increased, 
from the SEEK formula 
to the KEES  scholarship 
funding. I would increase 
government efficiencies 
and reduce politically 
 appointed non-merit 
positions in state 
 government as I did in 
the 2010 budget.

I would support 
 elimination of pensions 
for state lawmakers. 
I have not voted for 
any expansions in the 
pension program for 
lawmakers.

I voted for this in 
the 2010 session as 
HB 301, which was 
not  considered by 
the  Senate. Studies 
show that those with 
more education earn 
more throughout their 
 lifetimes.

Party: Democrat
Born: June 20, 
1954
Occupation:  
Investment banker
Elected of-
fice: State 
 representative, 1993 to present

Slot machines hurt 
 families and  corrupt 
 politics. I oppose 
 expanded gambling (my 
opponent abstained 
on the issue), and it 
seems clear that the 
only legal way for my 
 opponent’s party to 
get slot  machines in 
Kentucky is to amend the 
 Constitution. 

We should eliminate the 
income tax and go to 
a progressive “fair tax” 
based on sales. We’d tax 
money spent not money 
made, eliminate much 
of our Internal Rev-
enue Service overhead, 
and save taxpayers 
 countless of hours being 
 frustrated at navigating a 
 convoluted tax system. 

Most items in the budget 
seem justified, but the 
problem is the waste 
within the program. One 
of the biggest items 
that must go is the 
burden of debt. A wise 
person pays off credit 
instead of  paying  interest 
— so should a wise 
 government.

We should create 
a  “committee for 
 entrepreneurial spirit” 
that searches for ways to 
foster and back creative 
job, product and service 
creation in Kentucky. We 
also should spend some 
money to make money 
by incentivizing meat-
processing facilities to 
relocate to Kentucky.

Lawmakers only serve 
three to four months a 
year, making it a part-
time job. Furthermore, 
we should have 12-year 
term limits and ensure 
lawmaking is service not 
privilege. Thus, I strongly 
believe we should either 
eliminate pensions or 
go to a 401(k) matching 
plan.

As a university professor 
I greatly value  education 
and encourage our 
young people to stay in 
school, but mandating 
this would hurt others 
in the  classrooms who 
want to be there. In the 
end,  education cannot 
be forced but must be 
chosen.

peter  
Kerr

Party: Republican
Born: Dec. 17, 
1972
Occupation: 
 Assistant 
 professor of 
communications, 
Asbury University
Elected office: None

ExpandEd gambling
Do you support or oppose 
allowing slot machines at 
horse racetracks without 
amending the Kentucky 
Constitution?

TaxEs
Do you support or 
oppose eliminating 
the state income tax 
for individuals and/or 
 businesses?

sTaTE budgET
Name one specific cut, if 
any, to the state budget 
that you would support.

spEnding
Name one state 
program, if any, which 
requires more funding. 
How would you provide 
it?

lawmakEr pEnsions
Would you support or 
oppose elimination 
of pensions for state 
lawmakers?

EducaTion
Do you support or 
oppose increasing the 
dropout age from 16  
to 18?
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FAYETTE FAYETTE

ExpandEd gambling
Do you support or oppose 
allowing slot machines at 
horse racetracks without 
amending the Kentucky 
Constitution?

TaxEs
Do you support or 
oppose eliminating 
the state income tax 
for individuals and/or 
 businesses?

sTaTE budgET
Name one specific cut, if 
any, to the state budget 
that you would support.

spEnding
Name one state 
program, if any, that 
requires more funding. 
How would you provide 
it?

lawmakEr pEnsions
Would you support or 
oppose elimination 
of pensions for state 
lawmakers?

EducaTion
Do you support or 
oppose increasing the 
dropout age from 16  
to 18?

I support putting this 
issue on the ballot 
and letting the people 
decide. During the last 
 legislative session I 
voted for a  constitutional 
 amendment to allow 
the people to vote on 
 expanded gambling. 
Every Democrat in the 
Senate voted against 
 letting the people decide.

To create jobs, I 
 support reforms that 
make Kentucky more 
business-friendly. For 
too long, we’ve taxed 
production which drives 
 manufacturing jobs to 
states like Tennessee 
with no income tax. Any 
changes to the tax code 
must be studied to ensure 
people are treated fairly. 

During the last session, I 
supported a budget that 
cut government  spending 
across the board 
(except for Medicaid and 
 education) and did not 
raise taxes. By reining in 
spending, I helped create 
more efficient and effec-
tive  government. The bud-
get also reduced spending 
on state contracts.

Government must 
review how agencies are 
 spending tax  dollars to 
find ways to cut waste. 
Then, we can set  spending 
priorities for areas like 
education and health 
care. I support  requiring 
agencies to justify spend-
ing before a legislative 
committee hearing open 
to the public.

A qualified support. 
This year, I voted for 
legislation that closed 
loopholes and stopped 
legislators from  boosting 
their pensions at 
 taxpayer expense.

I support increasing the 
dropout age to 18.

the iSSueS: State Senate
Candidates were asked to answer eaCh question in 45 words or fewer

aLice 
Forgy Kerr
Party: Republican
Born: Aug. 30, 
1954
Residence: 
 Lexington
Occupation: 
 Director of 
 academic advising, Midway College
Web site: Aliceforgykerr.com

The scratch-off Kentucky 
lottery ticket, available 
statewide in hundreds of 
places, is already a slot 
machine presented in 
paper form. Therefore, to 
keep the horse industry 
jobs in Kentucky, no con-
stitutional amendment is 
required for the Kentucky 
Lottery to operate slot ma-
chines at the racetracks.

I favor comprehensive 
tax reform, starting and 
ending revenue-neutral, 
by examining every 
current taxable item 
plus examining every 
current tax-exempt item. 
I oppose any piecemeal 
approach to tax reform. 
I favor a tax revenue 
stream that is both fair 
and reliable.

I would repeal the 
 Legislative Pension 
System. Service in the 
General Assembly is 
part-time work, and 
part-time work should 
not produce a pension at 
taxpayers’ expense.

The education system in 
this state requires more 
funding. I would use 
the revenue produced 
by expanded gaming 
at the horse racetracks 
to  supplement the 
underfunded portions of 
the education system in 
Kentucky.

I would support the 
elimination of pensions 
for lawmakers. Service in 
the General Assembly is 
part-time work, 60 days 
one year, 30 days the 
next. There is no rational 
justification to furnish a 
pension system for part-
time legislators.

I strongly support raising 
the dropout age to 18. 
Under-educated people 
will face increasing 
 difficulty finding work in 
the future.

don 
bLeVinS Sr.

Party: Democrat
Born: Dec. 16, 
1936
Residence: 
 Lexington
Occupation: 
Retired Fayette 
County Clerk
Web site: Blevinsforsenate.com

12th 
diStrict


